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What’s the census?

Census of 
Population, By Ward 
1901

What’s the census?

● Statistics Canada conducts a 
census every 5 years (every 10 
years before 1986).

● The census collects 
demographic information on 
every person living in Canada. 
This information is used by 
governments, businesses, 
associations, community groups, 
and researchers to make 
decisions and plan services.

Census questionnaires 
2016 [Long form] *
2016 [Short form] *

2011 [National Household Survey]
2011 [Short form]

2006 [Long form]
2006 [Short form]

*Data to be released in 2017

Two major statistical publications

Profiles

Simple variable tables

Many levels of geography (census 
tracts, census metropolitan areas, 
provinces, etc.)

Tabulations

Allow cross-tabulations of 2+ 
variables

Must find tables that include the 
variables you’re looking for

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2016/ref/questionnaires/questions-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2016/ref/questionnaires/questions-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/questionnaires/questions-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/questionnaires/questions-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/about-apropos/ques_guide-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/about-apropos/ques_guide-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/ref/about-apropos/questions_guides-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/ref/about-apropos/questions_guides-eng.cfm
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Instr.pl?Function=getInstrumentList&Item_Id=33518&UL=1V
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Instr.pl?Function=getInstrumentList&Item_Id=33518&UL=1V
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Instr.pl?Function=getInstrumentList&Item_Id=45731&UL=1V
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Instr.pl?Function=getInstrumentList&Item_Id=45731&UL=1V


Census profiles

Univariate overviews of geographic areas (can examine one variable at a 
time). Links: 2011 Census | 2011 NHS | 2006 Census

Montreal, QC 
(Census 
metropolitan area)

Ottawa, ON 
(Census 
metropolitan area)

Population in 2011 3,824,221 921,823

Population in 2006 3,635,556 846,802

2006 to 2011 population 
change (%)

5.2 8.9

Mother tongue: English 439,845 558,780

Mother tongue: French 2,395,525 145,355

Married or living with a 
common-law partner

1,728,495 431,495

Limitation: Variables 
(e.g. mother tongue 
and marital status) 
cannot be combined.

Census (cross) tabulations

Multivariate tables by region. Detailed subject matter. Use these 
tabulations to tabulate two or more characteristics yourself. 
Links: Census of Population Program Datasets

Advantage: two 
variables (e.g. religion 
and immigration 
status) can be 
combined.

99-010-X2011037. Religion (19), Age 
Groups (10), Sex (3), Selected 
Demographic, Cultural, Labour Force 
and Educational Characteristics (268) 
for the Population in Private 
Households of Canada, Provinces, 
Territories, Census Metropolitan Areas 
and Census Agglomerations, 2011 
National Household Survey

Opening tabulations with Beyond 20/20

Cross-tabulations are often large files with 
many dimensions. The .IVT files available 
from Statistics Canada cannot be opened 
in Excel -- you must isolate the variables 
you need using Beyond 20/20 before 
exporting to a “flat” Excel file.

Beyond 20/20 is a free Windows program 
that can be downloaded on the Statistics 
Canada website. 

Census geography overview Statistics Canada 
divides the country 
into several different 
levels of geography 
(ranging from entire 
provinces and 
territories all the way 
down to city blocks).

For confidentially 
reasons, not all data 
is available at all 
levels of geography.

Name Code Population 
Minimum

Covers all 
of Canada?

How many in 
Canada (2011)

Census agglomeration CA 10,000 No 114

Census division CD n/a Yes 293

Census metropolitan 
area

CMA 100,000 with 
50,000 in core

No 33

Census subdivision CSD n/a Yes 5,253

Census tract CT 2,500 (usually) No 5,452

Census consolidated 
subdivision

CCS n/a No 2,338

Designated place DPL 1,000  1,507

Dissemination area DA 400 Yes 56,204

Dissemination block DB n/a Yes 493,345

Economic region ER n/a Yes 76

Federal electoral 
district

FED n/a Yes 308

Province or territory PR n/a Yes 13

Table created by Carleton 
University 

Census geography maps

Link: Web map showing how census geographies fit together.

Table created by Carleton 
University 

References

● Historical Census Statistics: Print and Electronic (Susan Mowers and 
Alex Guindon)

● Census of Canada: Choosing Census Geography (Rebecca Bartlett)

Image credits

● Yousuf Karsh, fonds Yousuf Karsh / Bibliothèque et Archives Canada, 
accession 1987-054

● Peter Zimonjic, CBC 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/mandatory-census-mail-out-1.3557511

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-591/index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/datasets/Index-eng.cfm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/IPS/display?cat_num=99-010-X2011037
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/public/beyond20-20
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/public/beyond20-20
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/public/beyond20-20
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cd-dr/cd-dr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cd-dr/cd-dr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/cma-rmr/cma-rmr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/csd-sdr/csd-sdr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/csd-sdr/csd-sdr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ct-sr/ct-sr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ct-sr/ct-sr-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ccs-sru/ccs-sru-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ccs-sru/ccs-sru-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ccs-sru/ccs-sru-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/ccs-sru/ccs-sru-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/dpl-ld/dpl-ld-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/dpl-ld/dpl-ld-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/da-ad/da-ad-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/da-ad/da-ad-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/db-id/db-id-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/db-id/db-id-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/er-re/er-re-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/er-re/er-re-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/fed-cef/fed-cef-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/fed-cef/fed-cef-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/fed-cef/fed-cef-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/fed-cef/fed-cef-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/prov/prov-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/2011001/geo/prov/prov-eng.htm
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
http://gsguo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicInformation/index.html?appid=679ede846ec2458794b76202d34f054e
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://cudo.carleton.ca/system/files/dli_training/3713/historical-census-statistics-may31.pdf
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
https://library.carleton.ca/help/census-canada-choosing-census-geography
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/mandatory-census-mail-out-1.3557511
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/mandatory-census-mail-out-1.3557511

