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11..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
 

The purpose of this document is to provide basic instructions to assist users in converting tabular data files in 
.tbl format (Standard NRVIS Interchange Format – SNIF) to the standard dBase .dbf format utilized by ArcGIS 
products. 
 
The examples and procedures shown in this document have been created using Microsoft ® Access 97, 
Windows XP, and Land Information Distribution Service (LIDS, version 2.1) data. 
 

22..  RReellaatteedd  DDooccuummeennttss  
 
 Detailed SNIF Subscription Specifications 
SNIF Package Conversion, Base Inventory & Forest Cover 
 

33..  GGeenneerraall  PPrroocceessss::  ..ttbbll  ttoo  ..ddbbff  
Data packages obtained from the Land Information Distribution Service (LIDS) contain tabular data in comma 
separated values format in files named with a .tbl file extension. These files can be utilized by any software 
application that can handle files in comma separated values format simply by converting the .tbl files so that 
they have a .csv extension. The .tbl files can be opened using Notepad or Wordpad and saved as a .csv file. This 
approach allows you to ensure that wordwrap is not occurring within the .tbl file. 

 

33..11..  LLooccaattee  aanndd  RReennaammee  ..ttbbll  FFiilleess  
Extracting the LIDS zip file will create a file and folder structure similar to the one shown below for the 
Airport data class: 

 

 
 

The .tbl files containing tabular data are found in the spatial\dataclassname and common folders. 
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3.1.1. Use Windows Explorer to locate .tbl files. Right-clicking on a file will allow you to select Open 
With > WordPad from the context menu. 

 

 
 

3.1.2. Optional: All data values in the .tbl file are enclosed in quotation marks which, by default, will be 
imported into Microsoft® Access as text fields. At this point you can use the Edit > Replace feature 
of WordPad to find and replace the quotation marks (find “ and replace with nothing). Upon import, 
Access with examine each field and try to assign an appropriate field type based on the field 
contents. Regardless, proper data field types can be assigned and/or changed during the import 
process within Microsoft® Access. 

 
3.1.3. Save the file by selecting File > Save As and then specifying a filename with a .csv extension, as 

shown in the example below: 
 

  
 

3.1.4. Once saved, close WordPad. 
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33..22..  IImmppoorrtt  ..ccssvv  ffiilleess  ttoo  MMiiccrroossoofftt®®  AAcccceessss  
Microsoft® Access provides tools to easily allow for the conversion of .csv files into .dbf format. The 
examples shown in the procedure below illustrate the conversion of the geog_unit.tbl file. Other .tbl files can 
be converted in the same way. 
 

3.2.1. Start Microsoft® Access and select the option to create a blank database. 
 
3.2.2. From the Access menu, select File > Get External Data > Import: 

 

 
 

3.2.3. On the Import dialogue window, change the Files of type option to Text Files and then browse to 
locate the geog_unit.csv file and click the Import button: 
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3.2.4. Ensure that the Delimited option is specified and then click the Next button: 
 

 
 
 
3.2.5. Ensure that Comma is selected as the delimiter, and click to check on the First Row Contains Field 

Names option. Click the Next button: 
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3.2.6. Ensure that the In a New Table option is specified and then click the Next button: 
 

 
 
3.2.7. Specify the appropriate field types for the various fields to be imported. By default all fields are 

assigned as text (unless the quotation marks have previously been removed using WordPad). 
• Select FMF_OBJECT_ID and select a data type of double (or long integer) 
• Select each of the description fields and specify a data type of memo (otherwise long 

descriptions will be truncated at 255 characters) 
• Click the Next button when finished 
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3.2.8. Specify No Primary Key and click the Next button: 
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3.2.9. Click the Finish button: 
 

 
 
3.2.10. You will be notified that the import to the Access table is complete. Click the OK button: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

33..33..  MMooddiiffyy  TTaabbllee  FFiieelldd  NNaammeess  
After the .csv file is imported into Access, the field names must be shortened to the maximum 10 characters 
allowed in a .dbf file before creation of the .dbf file. The export utility will automatically truncate to shorten 
the field names. However, the truncation will cause for duplicate field names and prevent creation of the .dbf 
file. 
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3.3.1. Highlight the table name on the Tables tab and click the Design button. 

 

 
 

3.3.2. Change each of the field names so that they are no longer than 10 characters. Close the design 
window and save your changes when finished. 

 
Note: A standard list of recommended shortened field names is provided in the document SNIF 
Package Conversion, Base Inventory & Forest Cover. 

 

 
 
 

33..44..  EExxppoorrtt  AAcccceessss  TTaabbllee  ttoo  ..ddbbff  FFoorrmmaatt  
 
3.4.1. From the Access menu, select File > Save As/Export. Make sure that the option to save To an 

External File or Database is selected and click the OK button. 
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3.4.2. Change the Save as type to dBASE 5 and click the Export button. 
 

 
 
 
A copy of the file has now been saved as a .dbf file. 
 
 

44..  CCoonnvveerrttiinngg  aa  ddBBAASSEE  ..ddbbff  FFiillee  ttoo  aann  IInnffoo  TTaabbllee  
If ArcINFO tables are required, they can easily be created from a dBASE .dbf file using the ArcGIS 
ArcToolbox conversion tools. It is recommended that the ArcToolbox help be consulted for more specific 
information concerning issues such as data type mapping and conversion, and conversion limitations 
between the two file types. 
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44..11..  GGeenneerraall  PPrroocceessss::  ddBBAASSEE  ttoo  IINNFFOO  
4.1.1. Start ArcToolbox and double-click to start the dBASE to INFO conversion tool (found under 

Conversion Tools > Import to Table): 
 

 
 
 

4.1.2. Browse to specify the location of the input dBASE table and the resulting output INFO table 
(specific requirements for field mapping can optionally be specified here). Note that the location of 
the output INFO table must be in an existing INFO folder. Click OK when finished. 

 

 


