
 
 

Tabulation – Layers 
 
The tabulation feature in <odesi> allows users to easily 
create tables, of varying complexity, using the frequency 
data of 2 or more variables.  
 
In this tutorial you will: 

• Create a simple crosstab using two variables 
• Learn how to modify the table by adding layers 

 
Before we learn to use layers, we must first create a table.  
 
Creating a simple crosstab 
 

1) The first step to creating a table in <odesi> 
is to find a survey to work with.  TIP: 

 
The instructions that 
follow provide a step 
by step look at 
creating and 
modifying a crosstab 
in <odesi>. 
 
Try to follow these 
instructions in your 
own browser as you 
progress through the 

• In this demonstration, we will be working 
with the Canadian Internet Use Survey, 
2005 which is found in the 
Communications and Information. 

2) Find variables of interest.  
• Open the Variable Description menu by 

click on the + icon.  
• Notice that there are several variable 

categories. In this demonstration we will 
look at Demographic Variables. Open 
this category by clicking on the + icon. 

• Click on the variable Age of respondent in 5 year 
groups to view its frequency data. Notice that we are 
in the Descriptive view.  

 
 
 



 
 

 
3) Open the tabulation menu by clicking on the Tabulation 

tab.  
• Notice that we have a blank table 

 
4) To add variables to the table: 

• Click on the variable Age of respondent in 5 year 
groups. A pop-up menu with 4 options will appear. 
Select Add to row. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
• Now the frequency data of this variable is present in 

the row of our table. 

 
• Click on the variable Marital status. Select Add to 

column from the pop-up menu.  

 



 
 
• Now we have a simple crosstab of Age and Marital 

status. 

 
 
Adding layers to a table 
 
Layers allow us to view our data in relation to 
the levels of another variable. TIP: 

 
For simplicity, we only 
added one layer to the 
crosstab in this 
tutorial.  However, any 
number of layers can 
be added to a 
crosstab. 

 
1) Click on the variable Respondent highest 

level of education. 
• Select Add as layer from the pop-up 

menu.  

 
• Now this variable has been added as a layer in our 

table.  
 



 
 

 
 
Modifying layers 
 
We can modify the layer in several ways.  

1) Notice the drop down menu for the variable 
Respondent highest level of education. Currently we 
are looking at Age and Marital status of respondents 
whose highest level of education is secondary school or 
less.  
• From this menu select University diploma. Now the 

table presents age and marital status of respondents 
with a university diploma. 

 
 

 



 
 
2) From the drop down menu, select Choose categories. A 

new window will appear. 

 
 

 
• This window allows us to modify the table by 

selecting the levels of the variable that we wish to 
use as a layer.  

• Earlier, we changed the level of the layer variable by 
selecting University diploma from the drop down 
menu. With this window we can select more than one 
level to add to the table. 

• For this demonstration we are only interested in post 
secondary education. Click on the boxes beside the 
variable levels to include or exclude them from the  

 



 
 
table. Remove Secondary education or less from the 
table. 

 
• Click Update to continue. 
• Now we have a table using the post-secondary 

education levels as layers.  

 
To clear all the variables from the table, click on the reset 
icon. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Try it! 
 
Try creating a table and modifying it with layers.  

• Open the Canadian Internet Use Survey, 2005 and 
create a crosstabs using the variables Age and Marital 
status 

• Add Labour force status of respondent as a layer.  
• Modify the layer to include All and Employed 

respondents only. 
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