Outline for Away Day Presentation

Intro to presentation
- this is not a presentation related to professionalism

- so I want to make it fun and interactive

- the more involved you get – and I promise to ask easy questions – the more you will get out of it

( Outline
( To start with
- no handouts because just want you to listen and not be concerned with taking notes
- but this isn’t really very fair to those of you who have to write stuff down so for little things, will pass out little sticky pads with a pen to jot stuff down
- this is when I introduce you to my two helpers today – WeW – our Data Librarian, EB – our Adjunct Data Librarian 

( Metadata 

- EB gave the easiest explanation I’ve ever heard and been able to remember – it is the data (or information) about the data (or survey)


- to repeat – it is information about the survey


- anyone have some idea what this would be?



- abstract



- questionnaire



- user guides

( Interesting Questions 

- so what I am going to do for each of the following examples, is to ask you the questions, see what you think the answer is and then show you the results

- not doing search at this time – just telling you neat stuff that is in there

( 
( 
( 

( Your next question is 
- where is this data?

- how can I access it?

- Before I answer this question, I will go back a few years

( How did this come about?
- this is the theory part of the presentation

- I will keep it short and sweet


- you can always ask me for more details after if you are interested

- one of our greatest challenges in the data world is the sharing of data and metadata with each other

- when we receive datasets from different providers, mostly STC, they need to be tweaked to be of use to our clients

- as well, the data need to be put in a common format so they can be easily shared

- in the 1990s, there were a lot of home grown data systems at different universities
- this brings me to DDI – or the Data Documentation Initiative 

- as you can tell from the name, it is an initiative to help document data and the metadata so it can be easily shared with others

- it is a great initiative as it is international and the majority of people in the data world are excited about it and are eager to be a part of it

- to make it short and sweet – it is an international standard to describe survey data

- for those librarians in the audience, it is like MARC but for data 

- in the 2000’s - emerging data cataloguing standards
- mature commercial software solutions became available, of which Nesstar is one
( in Ontario 
- one of the first players - Guelph 

- others started joining in – Carleton, Queen’s, U of T, Western


- not all the universities used Nesstar 

- but we discovered a need for a more unified and co-ordinated approach

( In 2005
the Data IN Ontario (DINO) working group of OCUL (Ontario Council of University Libraries) started thinking about moving beyond ‘home-grown’ data solutions, adopting the DDI standard, and building a province-wide data solution. 

- some people had a dream (WeW was one of them) 

- A discussion paper followed…from Queen’s, Guelph and Carleton
- the result of that dream was a proposal – a lot of hard work – that resulted in a grant – and ta da! 
( Odesi 

( In 2007 
- funding from OCUL and “Ontario Buys”

- a PM hired


- we are borrowing her from STC for two years

( Requirements for <odesi>
- OntarioBuys – data as accessible as possible to everyone possible

- for those of you who heard Michael Geist this morning, you will remember that he is an advocate for open access

- OCUL – to 19 Ontario unis

( How to make the data accessible?

- BPD because different formats are being used to mark-up the files or surveys
- what is marking-up? I should define this for you as I use the term a few times
- putting the files into ddi format, so they can be read by Nesstar into their webview so they can be read by you 

- let me repeat this another way – 

Once a survey is ready for public use, that is, it is‘marked up’ in ddi format, then it is ‘published’ to the Nesstar Server where it becomes available through Nesstar Webview.
( Why DDI in odesi?
- It facilitates a number of things:

· Interoperability.  DDI Codebooks are XML-compliant and can exchanged and transported seamlessly, and applications can be written to work with these homogeneous documents.

·  Richer content. The DDI encourages better description of social science datasets, providing researchers with a better ‘window’ into what is available

·  Single document - multiple purposes.  DDI codebook contains all of the information necessary to produce several different types of output, including: a traditional social science codebook, a bibliographic record, and SAS/SPSS/Stata data definition statements. Thus, the document may be repurposed for different needs and applications. 

·  On-line subsetting and analysis. Because the DDI markup extends down to the variable level and provides a standard uniform structure and content for variables, DDI documents are easily imported into on-line analysis systems, making datasets more readily usable for a wider audience.

·  Precision in searching. Since each of the elements in a DDI-compliant codebook is tagged, searches across different documents and studies are possible. 

( How is DDI interpreted?

( Nesstar
- Developed by the “Norwegian Social Science Data Services” 
- Networked Social Science Tools and Resources

·  In use internationally (Europe, UK, US, Canada)
· Nationally - STC
·  In Ontario: Queens, Guelph, Carleton, Windsor, U of T – U of O just started
·  DDI compliant

·  Search by keyword for surveys and survey questions

·  Do basic data exploration and analysis on the web

·  Download full datasets or subsets in popular formats

·  Export tables and charts

( One-Stop Data Shopping
( Where do the files live?
- Scholars Portal – is anyone here not familiar with it?

- The team at Scholars Portal worked with <ODESI> to establish a data server and we loaded data files.

( Where are we now?
( What else?
- Other keypoints about survey data in odesi
1. Researchers can search across all surveys in a collection.

2. Researchers have the ability to explore surveys  in more detail, that is, compare questions, abstracts, … 
3. Tables can be saved in Excel or Adobe format.

4. Researchers can download data for use in more powerful statistical packages (SPSS, SAS, etc.)
(
(
(
( In Conclusion odesi will,

1. Provide a more level ‘data’ playing field for Ontario Universities.

2. Provide students and researchers with access to a substantial and growing body of survey and polling data, both current and historical.

3. Provide an easy, yet powerful, search and exploration tool (Nesstar) that will serve both beginners and ‘power users’.

4. Encourage cooperation and sharing of data and metadata in Ontario.

5. Serve as a potential model for other jurisdictions.

( Thanks
(
(
( And now …

- Go to the website

- show the different parts of it (toolbar on top)

- mention about the proxy

- show the two different type of searches


- use the other questions from my abstract – I didn’t forget!
- simple search – type in a keyword and you will see all the surveys that have that keyword in them but specific questions (variables) are not highlighted

- advanced search - specific variables that meet the search criteria are shown, with the option of “opening in context”


- wear shorts in public


- should beer be sold in a grocery store

- I will let you figure out the other ones I mentioned in my abstract

- Handout 
- they can also try it out in their offices or at home on the w/e or in the evening when there is nothing to do!

Let them loose on the computers 
- remember how I started this presentation – with some examples of the data available to you

- this is only the tip of the iceberg

- you have some time before we take up the answers on the handout
- I have 3 helpers here – Wendy, Ernie and Paula
