NAVIGATION

Odesi has two sections with different interfaces: a data catalogue, and a data repository. This tutorial will walk you through the basics of navigating the data repository, which uses a program called Nesstar to allow you to find and work with microdata.
To access the Odesi repository, click here.
You can browse for data in Nesstar by selecting a category of interest from the left hand column. Clicking on the little plus sign will expand the category. 

[select Labour and Employment]

The surveys are grouped first by location of production 

[select Canada]

Then by series title

[select Survey of Job Opportunities] 

Then by year of publication

[select 1993]

Now we’re at the survey level. To work with this survey, click the little grid next to it. An abstract, briefly describing the survey’s purpose and contents, appears in the larger right hand pane. This is the panel where you’ll be able to view and work with variable-level survey data.
Each survey contains two parts: the Metadata, and the Variable Descriptors.
The metadata is information about the data [click study description]. It usually contains the study’s scope and methodology [click Other Documentation] as well as codebooks, questionnaires, and user guides developed by the survey team. You can download this documentation by clicking on the links in the right hand panel [hover over URL]
[Close metadata]

(Anonymous 2011a)
The variable description contains all of the variables used in the survey [click Variable description], usually broken into sections [click “Work History”]

Here you see each question asked [click on “What Was the Reason for Leaving Last Job”]. 
Clicking on a question brings up the exact wording of the question, and the frequencies of each possible response. Any instructions for the interviewer or limitations on respondents for this particular question will also be listed here.
In this right hand panel you can also tabulate and run analysis. These will be discussed in future tutorials.
