Basic Search in <odesi>
[basic odesi homepage shown]

This tutorial will demonstrate how to conduct a basic search in <odesi>.
Let’s say I’m interested in knowing how much the average Canadian spends on their mortgage payments. I’ll start with the search term, or parameter, ‘mortgage’ 

[type mortgage into the search box]
I can limit where I want the word to appear: 
[Select drop-down menu, move from bottom to top]

in the series title, the survey abstract, keywords, title, or variable/category label. The variables are the actual questions being asked in each survey. This is what we’ll choose here. 

[Move mouse to survey categories]

Odesi has a lot of different surveys; to narrow my results, I’m going to choose which part of odesi I want to search. ‘All Collections’ is the default. This includes international research and  public opinion data. In this case I am looking for Canadian data only, and I’m not interested in opinions about mortgages, so I’m going to search files from the Statistics Canada Data Liberation Initiative, or the DLI. 
Odesi contains lots of historical data, but I’m interested in recent mortgage rates, so I’m going to limit my results by date, 2008 to present [change date]
 [Hit search]

There are seven different surveys from the DLI that have a question about mortgages. I can check exactly what they ask about mortgages by clicking “View Matching Variables”
[click View Matching variables for the first result]

In this first result, there are mortgage questions, but none about how much people are spending, so let’s try another survey
[Select View Matching Variables for the third result]

In the Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics for 2008, we have a question: monthly mortgage payments, excluding property taxes, in dollars. That looks right. 
